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County studies Ringer Loop Road closure
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Flood waters from the nearby Yakima River carry debris across Ringer Loop Road, Friday, Feb. 19, 2016.
(Brian Myrick / Daily Record)

The Kittitas County government is studying the possibility of shutting down Ringer
Loop Road because of flooding.

“The river is trying to cut through and reconnect,” said County Public \Works

Department Director Mark Cook. “It's a matter of time”



The road floods annually, Cook said and it would be easier for the county just to

abandon the road at this point.

The Public Works Department submitted a request for $100,000 from the Washington
State Recreation and Conservation Office’'s Salmon Recovery Funding Board to study

designs for removing the road and protecting the railroad from the river, he said.

“The river actually picked up a section of pavement and dropped it in a neighboring
field,” he said.

The public works department is concerned about the impact of the river on the
railroad, which Cook described as “significant infrastructure”

Boat launch
One issue is the road serves as a Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife boat
launch on the Yakima River. Regional Director of Fish and Wildlife Mike Livingston said

it plans to relocate the boat launch.

“The first and foremost thing is that is a really important boat launch and we realize
that," he said.

Livingston said the Ringer Loop Road boat launch is popular.

“You probably get in the low thousands there,” he said. "During the summertime when

it's really hot there's a lot of people accessing the river for fun floats.

Bill Essman, a member of the Kittitas County Field and Stream Club board of
directors, agreed with Livingston about the importance of the launch and raised

concerns about its removal.



‘It's probably the most used access on the Yakima River above Roza," Essman said. “A

lot of guys go waterfowl hunting and cross the river to go deer hunting there”’

The county wants to put in a temporary, ground level road until Ringer Loop's

complete removal, Cook said. It would probably last for about one year.

Livingston said the removal of the road will benefit fish habitat.

“When these roads are built in a floodplain they create problems,” he said. “The road is
blocking side channels that young juvenile fish can access, rest and fuel up before

heading out to sea’

Essman said it could be beneficial for fish, but in 50 to 100 years time.

Essman suggested Fish and Wildlife put in a new boat ramp in Hanson Ponds.
Hanson Ponds are one mile above the Ringer Loop Road boat launch and would
increase the float time to Umtanum Recreation Site on the Yakima River by about half

an hour, he said.

CORRECTION: An earlier version of this story contained incorrect information. Bill
Essman of the Kittitas County Field and Stream Club said the Ringer Loop boat launch

is probably the most used access point on the Yakima River above Roza dam.
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