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As you are no doubt aware, the Kittitas County Field and Stream club annually offers
scholarships and some travel expense money for a boy and girl to attend one of the
Washington State Youth Conservation Camps on Orcas Island. Youngsters must be 12
to 16 years of age during the actual camp dates — 14 to 20 July for the girls' camp and
July 21 to 27 for the boys' camp — and ready for an experience they will treasure for

their entire lives.

These scholarships are just a part of the club's efforts on behalf of our youth — those
who will tomorrow be working to ensure that we have the wild places and wild things
on which our descendants will depend. Even here in Paradise, our mostly-urban kids
spend a lot of their time inside fenced or visual-device yards. The club embraces its
responsibility for finding ways to encourage and get youth outside with a purpose.
This is why the club continues to push for a Washington Children’'s Outdoor Bill of
Rights. And it is exactly why the Washington State Youth Conservation Camp works
every year to enrich its tradition of outdoor play, outdoor learning and experience, and

starting life-long friendships.

Each year, as the Kittitas County Field and Stream club discusses the camp
opportunity and again agrees to foot the tab for a couple more local kids to enjoy that

fun and learning on Orcas Island, | have flashbacks.



Somehow, my dirt-poor parents managed to get me out of East Wenatchee every
summer. They even managed to feign happiness as they helped me pack for a week
or two away from them at that 1950s summer camp on Lake Wenatchee. | loved the
sing-along games, the laughter, the fires, the dips in the ice cold lake, the canoeing,
the archery and wild craft training. All these decades later, | often think about the
impact those camps had on my life and career, and | am ever-grateful for my parents'

forethought.

The Youth Conservation Camps were contemporaries with our Lake WWenatchee
camps, as the Washington State Youth Conservation Camp (also known as the WA
State Junior Sportsmen's Conservation Camp) was created in 1952. Located at the foot
of Mount Constitution, on scenic Orcas Island, in Moran State Park's Environmental

Learning Center, it is still helping youngsters find their places in Nature and tomorrow:.

The Camp's statement of intention goes like this: “Our natural resources are an
important and often neglected part of what has made America great. The degree to
which they are protected and restored will depend upon the steps we take to teach
the facts of resource use and conservation to our youth. Full enjoyment of the
outdoors requires a variety of skills and knowledge. Conservation Camp strives to
offer a wide range of class experiences to benefit our campers and pass on this

knowledge to future generations’

This year's classes will include fishing, hiking and outdoor survival, wildlife and habitat
management, fly tying and casting, ecology and water safety, firearm and archery
safety, wilderness first aid and leadership/teamwork training. During the week,
campers will experience wildlife and the wilds of Orcas Island, with free time for

swimming, sports, boating and hanging out with new friends.

Campers stay in cabins and are always under the supervision of counselors and
adults, with licensed nurses and medics always at hand. All staff are well-trained and

have undergone thorough background checks.



The Pierce County Sportsmen’'s Council long sponsored the non-profit, all-volunteer,
camps. Today sponsors also include (among a dozen or more) the Friends of the NRA,
the Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation, the Columbia Basin Fly Casters (CBFC), the
Oregon Duck Hunters Association, Richland's Rod and Gun club, the Snohomish
County Sportsmen's Association, and the Washington Waterfowl Association. Others,

such as our Kittitas County Field and Stream club, are annual sponsors.

So, here's how to get your kid — or one you know would benefit from the week-long
experience — to camp. Field and Stream club will pay tuition for one Kittitas County
boy and girl for this July's camps. While families are responsible for getting them to
and from the drop-off point at the ferry in Anacortes, the club will provide travel
expense money. To be one of the youngsters heading to this summer's camp, a boy or
girl simply must email a 200-word essay on “Why | want to go to this camp” to
admin@kittitasfieldandstream.org by May 31 (four weeks from Friday). At the June 10
club meeting, two campers will be selected from entries received.

Check out www.washingtonconservationcamps.org to find everything else you want

to know about the youth camp and its offerings.

Encourage a youngster to get to camp. This is fun and important and life-long; it's

about our outdoor future.

Jim Huckabay is retired from the Department of Geography at Central His "WILD
WINDS and Other Tales of Growing Up in the Outdoor West," is available online and at

bookstores. Contact Jim and join in discussions at www.insidetheoutdoors.com.



