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Groups: Forest road plan could do more

By JOANNA MARKELL managing editor
Jun 16, 2016

A plan that would implement new rules for motorized use on the Okanogan-
Wenatchee National Forest could go further, representatives from disparate user

groups said this week,

Local members of the Kittitas County Field and Stream Club and the Kittitas Audubon
Society both said the plan doesn't go far enough to address long-term needs on the
forest.

The U.S. Forest Service released several proposals for motorized access last week for
public review. The preferred plan would prohibit most “off road” use of motorized
vehicles, add 350 miles of wheeled ATV access and implement new rules for
motorized access to campsites outside of designated campgrounds. Motorized use
on most roads and trails would be kept the same, with the exception of limiting
access to some roads that are technically closed to vehicles, but have remained in

use.
Reaction

In general, Deborah Essman of the Kittitas County Field and Stream Club said the
organization is in favor of access to public land. Motorized use can benefit those with
physical disabilities, senior citizens, children and others who might not be able to hike
50 miles into the forest.



“We're not against wilderness areas, we have some great alpine wilderness areas
here, we just think access is important,” she said. “There's a great line 'm going to

steal. 'If people cant see it, they aren't going to care about it”

She said the club is interested in the reasoning behind closures, and will be looking

closely at maps.

“We'll be asking questions about the why," she said. “If it makes sense then welll

support it”

Jon Fitterer, a club member who lives in the Liberty area, said one concern with the

proposals is they don't do enough for future generations.

“We're not a society that's wanting to become encumbered by less roads," he said. “Do
you not want there to be more access and easier access for people who are going to

want that? So let's address it today.

Narrowing it down

Work on the plan started following a 2005 federal directive to address motorized use
on the nation's forests, Okanogan-Wenatchee National Forest Supervisor Mike

Williams said in an interview with the Daily Record last week.

But with 8,000 miles of road and 1,000 miles of trails on the Okanogan-Wenatchee,
the complexities of the plan were getting in the way, he said.

“We needed to simplify it, so we put sideboards on the proposal to bring it down to
eliminating cross-country travel and proposing the existing roads and trails” be kept

open, he said.

The current proposals don't delve into snowmobile use, for example, which is

something to tackle in the future, he said.



Hal Lindstrom, a longtime member of Kittitas Audubon and the Alpine Lakes
Protection Society, wishes the Forest Service would have gone farther, especially after
10 years of work and a 700-plus page document. While he said it's good the Forest
Service wants to restrict access to officially designated roads, it could have done

more to implement protections.

While the Forest Service proposes to eliminate access to unofficial roads, it isn't doing

enough to barricade access to closed roads, he said.

Kittitas Audubon was one of the environmental groups that filed suit last year to stop
the Forest Service from opening 350 miles in the region to wheeled ATV use,
including 30 miles in the Table Mountain area on the Cle Elum Ranger District.

Lindstrom said he was disappointed to see that proposal brought up again.

Comments

Williams said comments collected during the years-long planning process will be
used by Forest Service now and for future planning. He encouraged people to submit

comments and attend meetings planned around the region this month.

“We have a preferred alternative, but we've not made a decision yet,” he said. “We do
plan to use public comment now and in the future for planning, along with comments

collected earlier’
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