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Local hunter education volunteer instructors Bill and Deborah Essman, pictured in their home Friday, don't agree wit
(Brian Myrick / Daily Record)

Brian Myrick

Deborah Essman began volunteering as a state hunter education instructor 10 years

ago. Her husband, Bill Essman, has been teaching the class since 1974.



They both say they've never grown tired of seeing the excitement and eagerness of
younger students as they learn the basics of hunter and firearm safety in preparation
for their own experience of hunting with family and friends.

For many, completion of the hunter ed curriculum means they'll also get their first

hunting rifle from their family.

‘It's amazing to see some of the younger students; they get so excited and motivated
to do the best they can in studying and knowing the right way to do things,” Deborah

said last week.

She said the five volunteer instructors in Lower Kittitas County each has a passion and
a love of the outdoors and plenty of wisdom from experience to pass on to students.

Each has a specialty they teach during a five-session series that's based on a practical

sense of knowing the right and wrong ways of handling oneself in the outdoors.

What they teach is more than hunting, Deborah said.

Hunter ethics are taught along with principles of sportsmanship, conservation of
wildlife and natural resources, wildlife identification, survival in the wild, safety in the

outdoors and more. This is in addition to hunter and firearm safety.

‘As instructors we have the opportunity to pass on to all age groups the excitement
and fulfillment that can come with outdoor recreation,” Deborah said. “When you have
a real, live person in front of you sharing a real sense of respect and responsibility for
the natural environment, well, you can't get that personal impact from only using a

computer’

Passing it on



The couple, both closely affiliated with the nonprofit Kittitas County Field and Stream

Club, said the club has supported local hunter education classes for 54 years.

They have seen many grandparents and parents take the class right alongside their
grandchild or son or daughter. In the past few years, they have seen more female
students taking the course.

There's no charge for the classes.

Kathy Mandelas of rural Ellensburg took the class in 2008 alongside her son, Dalton,

who was 11 at the time.

In a letter thanking the instructors, Mandelas wrote that she took the class not to

become a hunter but as a wife of a hunter and the mother of a future hunter.

‘So having firearms around the house | felt it necessary to know, for safety reasons,
how to handle them and how to use them,” Mandelas wrote. “| not only learned both
of those concerns but so much more regarding first aid, survival, conservation and
preservation”

She said the classes emphasized respect, sportsmanship and ethics, and built on

what she and her husband were teaching at home.



Hunter education changes



