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The vast majority of Kittitas County residents are conscientious about not littering or

leaving debris behind when recreating or enjoying the outdoors.

But the slim section of the population that doesn't care can create a sizable mess.
County residents respond by staging a variety of clean-up events throughout the

spring.

Two major clean-up projects are Saturday: the Yakima River Clean-up and the Durr

Road Clean-up.

This is the 43rd annual Yakima River Clean-up. This event is organized by the Center

for Leadership and Community Engagement at Central Washington University.

Volunteers are asked to gather at 9:30 am. Saturday at the Student Union and
Recreation Center on campus. Tasks will include litter removal, campsite renovation

and trail restoration. Volunteers receive a T-shirt and a free lunch.

At 43 years and counting, this is kind of the granddaddy of community clean-up
endeavors. It's always been well organized and has the benefit of tapping into the

Central student base for volunteers.

If the amount of debris gathered over the past four-plus decades could be calculated
it would likely be both an impressive and disturbing amount. The clean-up targets the

river, which is an environmentally sensitive corridor. This effort is a significant event for



the health of our community and surrounding environment.
The Durr Road Clean-up is organized by the Kittitas County Field and Stream Club
and involves multiple groups from the community.

Work starts at 9 a.m. with coffee, doughnuts and a free hamburger lunch provided.
Last year volunteers collected 2.1 tons of litter. This is a major undertaking each and

every year.

The Yakima River Clean-up and the Durr Road Clean-up are just a couple of the many
clean-up events held across the county during the spring, in the countryside and it

downtown cores.

Our spring winds tend to distribute trash over a wide swath of the landscape. A
wrapper dropped on Canyon Road can end up in bush along the Yakima River.

Kudos to all the people who pitch in and help with these cleanup projects. If you don't
have time for one of the organized events you can always carry a bag and gloves with

you on your favorite hike or walk in the community:.



