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Cleaning up Durr Road
Saturday event helps beautify heavily trashed wildlife area
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A cleanup volunteer heads for mounds of trash off Durr Road, south of Ellensburg, during a past cleanup event spons:
Another cleanup campaign is set for 9 a.m. Saturday. Local residents are invited to volunteer.

Contributed

State wildlife lands south of Ellensburg off Durr Road on Saturday morning will again
be targeted for a trash cleanup effort by the Kittitas County Field and Stream Club.



This is the club's 14th year to attempt to make the popular, scenic recreation area

cleaner and safer after a year of heavy use by thousands of visitors.

Many of those visitors dump garbage, appliances and a variety of trash used for target
shooting in the area, including a large amount of shell casings, according to Bill
Essman of Ellensburg, a member of the outdoors club and chairman of the cleanup

campaign.

Volunteers last year picked up more than two tons, Essman said in a news release,

and more volunteers are greatly needed.

“We really need more community support for this clean-up project,” Essman said. "All
we're asking for is just four hours that will really make a huge difference in our
community.”

Known for beauty

The Durr Road area takes in part of the state's L.T. Murray Wildlife area and is known
for its beautiful shrub-steppe habitat and mule deer, big horn sheep and golden

eagles that make it their haunt, Essman said.

‘However, some people use it as a dump for old appliances and household refuse,

and it's our job to clean it up,” he said.

“The state just doesnt have the money or manpower so the responsibility falls on us’

The cleanup starts 9 am. Saturday and concludes at about 1 p.m.

Essman said the outdoor event is “a great project for families, scout troops, clubs, and

other organizations who want to give back to the community.’



Garbage bags will be provided, and Washington State Department of Fish and
Wildlife is supplying a large Dumpster. Participants should bring a pair of gloves,
sturdy shoes and garden rakes, garbage pick-up tools or shovels.

The site is heavily used by the Kittitas County community for wildlife and bird

watching, cycling, target shooting, hunting, hiking and other recreational activities.

“Most of the users are county residents,” said Essman. “Lots of people who shoot use

the area and it's littered with shell casings and discarded junk used as targets.
Those volunteers participating in the clean up will be offered a free lunch.

Help clean up Durr Road

What: Volunteers are still needed for the annual trash cleanup off Durr Road.
When: 9 a.m. Saturday, concludes about 1 p.m.

Where: Gather at 9 a.m. at the boundary of the L.T. Murray Wildlife Area on Durr Road south of
Ellensburg.

Follow Umptanum Road up into the hills (the road at the McDonald’s and Subway intersection off
Canyon Road). Off Umptanum, Durr Road is a left turn. Follow Durr Road to the club’s sign-in table.

Features: Free lunch for participants.
More info: Wear work clothes, sturdy shoes, gloves and bring rakes or garbage pickup tools.
Call: Cleanup chairman Bill Essman at 968-4532, or go online to www kittitasfieldandstream.org.

Sponsor: Kittitas County Field and Stream Club.



