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Volunteers pitch in to help clean up Durr Road

By KELSEE DODSON-CARTER staff intern
Apr 23, 2012
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Kevin Vaughn carefully picks up debris left by shooters off Durr Road on Saturday, April 21, 2012. Vaughn was among |
the area of such things as broken glass, empty shell casings, and bullet fragments. (Brian Myrick / Daily Record)
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About 60 volunteers headed out to Durr Road Saturday morning to help pack out
trash from the area during the Kittitas County Field and Stream Club's annual Durr
Road cleanup.

Durr Road primarily goes through Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife land
and is heavily used for animal and bird watching, cycling, shooting, hunting, hiking

and other recreational activities.

Kittitas County Field and Stream secretary Deborah Essman said the club has been
organizing the cleanup for 13 years. It is an annual event that draws club members

and community volunteers.

“It's a good thing to volunteer for” she said. “We don't want to see these lands closed
because people come out and leave trash.

Essman said the community is lucky to have so much public land, and needs to
continue to keep it clean. The area attracts wildlife such as elk, big horned sheep,

golden eagles and mule deer.

People “care enough to come out and volunteer and deal with the snakes and ticks,’
she said. “It's nice to know they want to help.’

This year the Kittitas County Field and Stream Club received a $500 grant for the
cleanup from Tread Lightly, an nonprofit that promotes responsible outdoor

recreation through ethics, education and stewardship programs.

The garbage bags and a Dumpster were donated by Waste Management. Kittitas
County Public Works graded the road so volunteers could travel on it smoothly, and
Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife donated a one-day Discover Pass for

people who volunteered.



“This is a major undertaking by a lot of people,” said Leta Davis, treasurer for the

Kittitas County Field and Stream Club. “Somebody's got to care for the land’

Leta's son, Sean Davis, 12, was there to volunteer his time as well. He said his parents
bring him along to help and he really enjoys it.

“My favorite part is seeing how much garbage we take out," he said. “It shows how

much better we left the spot”

Fish and Wildlife Officer Brent Scherzinger said the cleanup is a fantastic event. With
only three officers to cover the whole county, Scherzinger said it's hard to be

everywhere at once and to stop people from littering.

‘Everybody knows not to litter, that's pretty common sense," he said. “So whether they

use that common sense is up to them'

Scherzinger said it's good to see people in the community care about wildlife and
keeping public land clean and open. He wants people to know that whatever they

pack into an area, they need to take out.

Last year, almost 2 1/2 tons of trash were collected. Essman said they were hoping to

break that record this year.
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More cleaning
Another cleanup is planned throughout Ellensburg on Saturday. The Ellensburg Downtown
Association, Ellensburg Noon Rotary Club and city of Ellensburg’s Parks and Recreation Department

kick off a downtown cleanup at 8 a.m. Check in will be at Rotary Pavilion.
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